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THE  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  IN  BRAZIL 


The  work  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Brazil  was  begun  in 
1890  \(^en  two  young  clergymen,  Rev,  Lucien  Lee  Kinsolving  and  Rev, 
James  W.  Morris,  came  from  Virginia  to  establish  a Mission  in  this 
country.  Realizing  that  there  were  vast  areas  containing  great 
numbers  of  people  where  the  State  Church  was  not  ministering  ade= 
quately,  and  where  \diole  communities  were  practically  unchurched, 
these  young  men  sought  to  build  a branch  of  the  great  Anglican 
Communion  among  the  Brazilian  people.  The  Church  of  England  was 
already  established  in  Brazil,  but  by  a treaty  with  the  Government 
permitting  them  to  enter  the  country,  they  were  limited  to  minis- 
tering only  to  the  English  speaking  people.  They  could  do  no  work 
among  the  Nationals  of  this  country.  With  the  over- throw  of  the 
Enpire  and  the  establishment  of  a Republic  with  its  constitutional 
provision  of  religious  freedom,  this  treaty  provision  was  held  to 
be  of  no  more  effect. 

The  two  young  Missionaries  began  their  v/ork  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  country,  as  this  area  seemed  most  neglected  and  of- 
fered the  greatest  opportunity  for  the  type  of  religion  that  the 
Episcopal  Church  possessed.  Kinsolving  and  Morris  were  soon  join- 
ed by  other  enthusiastic  young  Missionaries  and  the  Church  spread 
from  the  cities  of  Rio  Grande  and  Porto  Alegre  to  Pelotas  and 
other  parts  of  the  South,  The  work  in  Brazil  was  under  the  di- 
rection of  Bishop  Peterkin  of  West  Virginia,  who  visited  Brazil  in 
1893  to  ordain ‘and  confirm.  In  1897,  Bishop  Stirling  of  the  Falkan 
Islands  made  a visitation,  ordaining  three  men  to  the  Priesthood 
and  confirming  many  people.  In  1899  the  "igreja  Episcopal  Brasi- 
leira"  was  organized.  The  Rev,  Mr,  Kinsolving  was  consecrated  as 
the  first  Bishop  of  the  Church  in  Brazil,  The  work  was  supported 
by  voluntary  contributions  from  people  in  America  and  elsewhere, 
and  by  the  Brazilians  w^io  had  found  in  this  Church  the  answer  to 
their  spiritual  longings.  In  1907  the  work  was  taken  over  by  the 
Domestic  and  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  American  Church  and 
it  has  continued  under  its  supervision  to  the  present. 

Little  by  little  the  influence  of  the  Church  has  spread  and 
expanded  until  today  it  has  work  in  all  of  Central  and  Southern 
Brazil,  Its  greatest  strength  is  in  that  part  of  the  country 
where  the  work  was  first  started,  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  but  gradually 
the  Church  is  being  increased  in  the  other  areas  and  plans  are 
under  way  for  opening  new  regions.  Strong  Parishes  are  now  found 
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in  Parana,  Sao  Paulo  and  the  Federal  District,  and  loon  the  Church 
will  begin  work  in  the  North. 

In  1926  Bishop  William  M.  M.  Thomas  succeeded  Bishop 
Kinsolving.  His  episcopate  was  a very  fruitful  one  and  under  his 
leadership  the  Church  moved  forward  steadily,  until  today  there 
are  over  twenty- six  thousand  bapti2ed  members  of  the  Church  and 
there  are  over  one  hundred  and  eighty  Parishes,  Missions  and 
Preaching  Stations. 

In  1949  Bishop  Thomas  was  succeeded  by  Bishop  Melcher,  vdio 
had  been  elected  by  the  House  of  Bishops  of  the  American  Church  in 
1947  to  be  Coadjutor  Bishop  of  Brazil.  In  195C  a plan  was  put 
into  effect  that  would  lay  the  foundation  and  set  up  the  organ- 
ization that  eventually  will  create  a self-supporting  National 
Church  in  this  country,  taking  its  place  as  a sister  Church  in  the 
great  family  of  the  Anglican  Comnunion,  along  with  the  American 
Church,  the  Church  of  England,  the  Church  of  Canada,  the  Church  of 
Japan  and  the  other  branches  throughout  the  world.  This  plan  cal- 
led for  the  creation  of  three  Missionary  Districts:  Central  Bra- 
zil, Southern  Brazil  and  Southwestern  Brazil,  each  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  its  own  Bishop,  Bishop  Melcher  kept  for  himself 
the  District  of  Central  Brazil.  Bishop  Athalicio  T.  Pi  than,  who 
had  been  Suffragan  Bishop  to  both  Bishop  Thomas  and  Bishop  Melcher, 
was  elected  to  the  District  of  Southern  Brazil,  and  the  Rev. 
Egmont  M.  Krischke,  another  fine  Brazilian  Clergyman,  was  elected 
as  Bishop  of  Southwestern  Brazil.  Also,  there  was  set  up  the 
National  Council  of  the  Brazilian  Church,  with  representatives 
from  the  three  districts.  Under  the  presidency  of  Bishop  Melcher 
this  organization  has  charge  of  all  of  the  General  Church  insti- 
tutions, coordinates  the  work  of  the  Church  in  Brazil,  and  draws 
up  the  plans  and  program  for  future  expansion.  It  also  prepares 
and  publishes  the  material  used  in  the  Religious  Education  work  of 
the  Church. 

One  of  the  first  points  in  the  program  of  the  early  mis- 
sionaries was  to  train  and  educate  a National  Ministry.  That  has 
been  done  through  the  years.  A Theological  Seminary  was  establish- 
ed in  Porto  Alegre  and  today  is  an  institution  of  which  the  Church 
can  be  proud.  The  Dean  is  a Brazilian,  and  two  Brazilians  and 
three  Americans  conpose  the  faculty  Most  of  the  Clergy  of  Brazil, 
today,  are  graduates  of  that  Seminary  and  a National  Ministry  has 
been  truly  established.  The  breakdown  of  the  Clergy  list  is 
interesting  In  the  ministry  of  the  Brazilian  Church  today  there 
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are  63  men; 


1 American  Bishop 

2 Brazilian  Bishops 

7 American  Missionaries 

6 Japanese  Clergy  (four  of  whom  were  educated  in  the 

Seminary) 


47  Brazilian  Clergymen 


There  is  also  one  American  young  woman  in  charge  of  the 
development  of  the  Women's  work  in  the  Church, 


The  Church  in  Brazil  has  not  only  been  Interested  in  pre- 
paring men  for  the  ministry,  but  it  has  sought  to  raise  the  stand- 
ards of  living  through  a strong  educational  program  for  both  boys 
and  girls.  In  the  city  of  Porto  Alegre  there  is  a fine  school, 
"Cruzeiro  do  Sul",  established  by  Bishop  Thomas  when  he  first  came 
to  Brazil  as  a young  Missionary.,  Today  it  has  an  enrollment  of 
about  1 COC  boys  and  girls,  with  almost  two  hundred  of  the  boys  as 
boarding  pupils  It  is  considered  one  of  the  finest  institutions 
of  its  kind  in  this  country. 

In  the  city  of  Pelotas  the  Church  has  its  Girls’  School, 
"Santa  Margarida"  with  over  three  hundred  and  seventy  students  and 
housed  in  a splendid  modern  building  This  school  is  giving 
wonderful  training  to  these  young  women  and  is  equiping  them  to 
take  their  places  in  the  life  of  this  country  as  strong  and  splen- 
did Christian  women 

Another  feature  of  the  Church’s  educational  program  is  the 
large  number  of  Parochial  Schools,  established  and  entirely  sup- 
ported by  the  Brazilian  congregations,  and  often  giving  to  the 
children  of  the  community  the  one  opportunity  to  receive  an  educa- 
tion, There  are  36  of  these  schools  with  approximately  3.0CO 
students.  In  addition  in  the  city  of  Livramento  there  is  a fine 
Commercial  School  maintained  by  the  Church, 

The  Church  in  Brazil  also  has  a sound  and  helpful  program 
for  Social  Service,  seeking  to  minister  to  young  and  old  and  to 
those  unfortunates  of  human  society  who  need  the  helping  hand  of 
Christian  Brotherhood.  In  the  cities  of  Bage  and  Livramento  the 
Church  maintains  two  "Boys'  Towns",  w4iere  orphaned  boys  or  others 
that  are  uncared  for  are  taught  to  live  as  good  members  of  Chris- 
tian Society,  Two  years  ago  the  Government  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 
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asked  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Bage  to  assume  the  direction  of  a 
school  for  delinquent  boys„  This  was  done,  and  with  most  success- 
ful  resultSo  Near  Pelotas  is  a fine  Orphanage  and  school  for 
little  girlSo  Preparations  are  now  being  made  to  establish  an 
Orphanage  in  Maua,  a suburb  of  Sao  Paulo.  In  Bage  there  is  also 
a Hostel  for  indigent  people,  Ti^ere  they  ma*y  stay  for  several  days 
until  they  find  work  or  other  provision  is  made  for  their  care. 

And  elderly  women  are  cared  for,  too.  In  Bage  there  is  the 
St.  Paul's  Home  for  Woman.  In  Viamao  there  is  the  Alice  Kinsolving 
Home  for  Woman,  In  Rio  the  Church  has  the  "Lar  Cristao  Matilde  de 
Oliveira",  In  all  of  the  homes^  we  care  for  these  elderly  women 
who  have  no  one  to  look  after  them,  and  we  seek  to  give  them  a 
comfortable  home  and  good  care  as  they  face  life's  sunset.  Surely, 
there  is  no  work  more  Christian  than  this.  And  these  Institutions 
are  supported  by  our  Brazilian  Church. 

In  Rio,  at  St.  Paul’s  Church  (Santa  Teresa)  we  haye  a 
clinic  and  ambulatory  that  ministers  to  needy  sick  people,  and  is 
maintained  entirely  by  the  members  arid  friends  of  that  Church,  In 
the  three  years  it  has  been  in  existence  over  eight  hundred  people 
annually  have  received  medical  attention  in  and  through  this  clin- 
ic Recently  a similar  clinic  has  been  established  at  Guaimbe, 
State  of  Sao. Paulo. 

But  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Brazil  is  also  a Missionary 
organization,  not  only  among  the  Nationals  of  the  Country,  but 
likewise  among  those  \«rtiom  have  come  from  far  off  places  to  make 
homes  in  the  land  and  to  become  part  of  the  life  of  Brazil.  The 
Episcopal  Church  was  the  first  Christian  body  to  begin  work  among 
the  Japanese  who  came  to  this  country,  and  today  we  have  a very 
strong  and  growing  work  among  those  people  in  the  cities  and  the 
interior  colonies  of  the  States  of  Sao  Paulo  and  Parana.  Five 
Japanese  Priests  minister  to  the  thousands  of  their  people  scat- 
tered over  the  vast  interior  regions  of  these  two  States,  One 
Japanese  Priest  is  Rector  of  an  entirely  Brazilian  Congregation, 

The  Brazilian  Church  has  its  own  Prayer  Book,  translated 
into  Portuguese,  and  of  course,  the  services  in  the  Brazilian 
Churches  are  in  the  language  of  the  country.  It  is  interesting  to 
note,  though,  that  in  the  cities  where  there  are  American  and 
British  Churchmen,  such  as  Porto  Alegre,  and  where  there  is  no 
organized  English  speaking  Church,  the  Brazilian  Clergy  (many  of 
whom  speak  good  English)  have  services  in  that  language  and  ac- 
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cording  to  our  Prayer  Book  for  our  people^ 


The  Headquarters  of  the  ^iscopal  Church  and  the  offices  of 
the  American  Bishop  and  Executive  Secretary  in  Brazil  are  in  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  Rua  Santa  Luzia  685,  Sala  602. 

The  work  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Brazil  is  not  to  at“ 
tempt  to  make  Anglicans  out  of  Roman  Catholics,  but  to  reach  that 
large  group  of  people  who  for  one  reason  or  another  have,  at 
present,  no  spiritual  home,  and  >*ho  live  apart  from  any  Church.  It 
does  seek  to  help  men.  women  and  children  of  all  walks  of  life  to 
embrace  a Christianity  that  will  raise  their  standard  of  living, 
increase  their  literacy, make  them  realize  that  human  life  is  come- 
thing  precious;  that  will  help  them  to  see  the  Christian  Faith, 
not  as  a package  of  superstitions  and  privileges,  but  as  a great 
dynamic  force  that  creates  true  democracy  and  enables  man  to  live 
in  an  ever  expanding  way  a life  of  usefulness  The  task  of  the 
Christian  Church  today  is  to  create  an  atmosphere  - an  atmosphere 
of  truth  and  moral  integrity  - in  which  men  can  live  in  freedom 
and  peace,  and  make  a reality  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Man, 

The  Episcopal  Church’s  Mission  in  Brazil  is  working  toward 
such  a goal.  It  is  building  slowly  and  carefully  those  great 
Christian  foundations  upon  which  can  be  erected  a strong  Church 
that  will  give  leadership  to  all  people  as  this  great  country 
moves  forward  in  the  new  day  that  is  dawning  in  Latin  America. 
That  this  may  be  accoR^li shed, the  Church  in  Brazil  asks  the  inters 
est,  the  support,  and  the  prayers  of  all  members  of  the  Anglican 
Communion  throughout  the  world. 
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